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TABLEI . 
age ' understand it speak it raad it write it 
- - 
2-14 87.0 62.2 55.1 39.3 
15-29 95.5 72.6 74.6 47.9 
30-44 92.0 60.6 6Q.9 24.0 
45-64 81.0 59.5 . 5 1.8 20.25 
he revival of Catalan, a process 
which began to show itself in 
the sixties (Edicions 62, the 
"nova canqo", independent theatre, 
etc.) received a considerable boost with 
the restoration of the Generalitat. The 
new political framework which arose 
from the Constitution and the Statute 
of Autonomy, and the unanimous ap- 
proval of the "Linguistic Normalization 
Law" in Catalonia, have been an im- 
portant step forward. 
This is no mere triumphalism, nor is it 
a declaration of intentions. It is, quite 
simply, the logical deduction to be 
drawn from a lengthy series of indica- 
tors. It is the result of a process which, 
while it has progressed considerably 
since its beginning, has not yet achieved 
its ultimate objectives. But the process 
is moving in the right direction and we 
feel we have the means at our disposal 
to succeed. 
According to the 1986 census figures, in 
response to a question on the popula- 
tion's familiarity with Catalan, 90.3 % 
said they understood it, 64 O/o said they 
spoke it, 60.5 % said they read it and 
3 1.5 Yo said they wrote it. These figures 
alone are enough to show that Catalan 
is in a better situation than most other 
minority languages, at least as far the 
Principat is concerned. Even more so if 
we take two factors into account: first, 
that familiarity with the language is 
neither receding nor stationary, in spite 
of the high proportion of the population 
born outside the Catalan linguistic area. 
The census figures indicate that half of 
the people who didn't understand Cata- 
lan in 1 98 1 understood it in 1986. 
The second factor to be taken into ac- 
count is that it is the younger people 
who are most familiar with Catalan. Ta- 
ble l illustrates this quite clearly (It 
should be noted that a large proportion 
of people in the 2- 14 age group are un- 
able to read or write.) 
One thing which can be taken for 
granted is that the process of normaliza- 
tion is being carried out without any 
kind of friction or conflict. Obviously, 
as in any social transformation, there 
are those who feel it is too soft and 
those who feel it is excessive, but these 
are minority postures which have little 
support amongst the general public. 
Another point in this respect is the con- 
sensus amongst the different political 
options as regards linguistic normaliza- 
tion. The Generalitat's various cam- 
paigns have been backed by al1 the local 
authorities, regardless of the political 
parties or electoral coalitions in power. 
From now on, they will al1 work to- 
gether in the "Consorci de Normalitza- 
cid Lingüística", an organism recently 
formed by the Generalitat and the local 
authorities. The institution's main re- 
sponsibility will be to promote the nor- 
malization of the Catalan language, 
with particular attention to its use in al1 
spheres and to the stimulation of lan- 
guage and culture. 
At the moment, having first assured the 
increase in the population's familiarity 
with Catalan, the Directorate General 
of Linguistic Policy is directing its acti- 
vities towards the promotion of its use 
in socio-economic and socio-cultural' 
spheres. Linguistc services are being set 
up in coiiaboration with employers asso- 
ciations, large companies, and trade 
unions. These services have specially 
trained staff and are intended as a sti- 
mulus to normalization and as a way of 
assessing linguistic necessities and the 
means to satisfy them. This is also the 
approach behind the agreement drawn 
up with the COOB (Barcelona Olym- 
piad Organizing Committee) to ensure 
that Catalan occupies its rightful place 
and that the language is properly ad- 
apted to these uses. On this point we 
have the assistance of Termcat, the ter- 
minology centre established by the De- 
partment of Culture and the Institut 
d'Estudis Catalans. 
Another way of ensuring a healthy re- 
spect for Catalan in the world is by 
participating in the main European lin- 
guistic salons and fairs. We have taken 
part in Expolangues (Salon on lan- 
guages and communications in Paris), 
Mundilingua (Madrid) and Expolingua 
(Frankfurt), amongst others. As part of 
this international promotion, one 
should mention the negotiations taking 
place with the chambers of commerce 
and the International Certificate Con- 
ference, for the inclusion of the interna- 
tional Catalan certificate amongst those 
awarded by this organization ali over 
the world. 
Many intemational universities are also 
showing increasing interest in Catalan. 
The Directorate General of Universities 
and the Directorate General of Linguis- 
tic Policy receives many applications 
for assistance in creating new depart- 
ments. 
Finally, we can say that the process of 
linguistic normalization in Catalonia is 
continuing steadily. The language is 
used increasingly in teaching, in the me- 
dia, and in the administration; it is ad- 
vancing more slowly in the administra- 
tion of justice, but a start has been 
made. There is no reason to think that 
this process will be stopped in either the 
short- medium- or long-term future. 
There is a lot to be done still, but the 
foundations have been laid, the objec- 
tives fixed, and the means by which to 
achieve them established. 
The most important thing is that there 
are some seven million (7,000,000) Ca- 
talan-speakers in a demographic area, 
that of the Paisos Catalans, of some 
eleven million (1 1,000,000) inhabi- 
tants, and that this language is spread- 
ing in a number of everyday uses: in 
Catalonia, 936,289 children study Cata- 
lan at school; 37,25 1 follow the immer- 
sion course (the most widespread 
scheme); more than 60,000 university 
students are competent when it comes 
to reading and writing in Catalan, and 
the language is used in most university 
activities. As regards the media, apart 
from the programmes on Spanish Tele- 
vision's second channel and on TV3 
(with a weekly total of 132 hours 25 
minutes), there are also the 37.5 hours 
a week of broadcasts by the new "Ca- 
nal 33". In Lleida, another newspaper 
in Catalan has joined those already in 
existence, which reach a total daily 
readership of 285,000 (322,000 if we 
include those newspapers only partly 
printed in Catalan). The cultural in- 
dustry has gone from 61 1 books pub- 
lished in 1975 to 4,145 in 1987 (it is 
foreseen that figures for 1988 will be 
very similar). 
To sum up, the linguistic normalization 
of Catalan is progressing: it moves at 
different speeds on different fronts, ac- 
cording to the characteristics of each 
sector, the accumulated inertia and the 
administration's capacity for interven- 
tion. The work is advancing and it 
seems unlikely that it will have to. be 
stopped for. any reason. ¤ 
